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A Cultural Revolution - Radio/Broadcasting in the Mix.

A presentation/paper with more questions than answers, looking essentially at how radio/broadcasting can help education and training to enhance and change methodologies and by extension assist development.

Introduction

In response to the themes outlined in the conference programme I want to look at culture and communication technology as a developmental strategy. Assisting this strategy by enhancing and helping to change methodology.

‘Orality’ is till a major cultural communication form/channel in the Caribbean region. Radio as a ‘public communication system’ responds to this need and facilitates it by being extremely mobile, easily accessible and affordable. Since illiteracy still plagues many of the communities in countries, especially remote ones, its already wireless technology seems an exciting possibility particularly in light of convergence with other technologies.  Illiteracy is a serious barrier to development; many countries in the region are finding that before considering the technology they have this larger issue to deal with in preparation for the technology. Examples of oral communication forms exist and abound in the ‘culture’ of the communities. 

To keep pace with development the technology has to be introduced alongside serious literacy programmes. The traditional ‘classroom’ methodologies are not answering the literacy need. For the time being, I understand literacy in its broadest sense not merely base level functional skills but ability to interpret and analyse information, assisting acquisition of knowledge at all levels of learning, development of citizens with problem-solving skills for personal, social and economic development’ If radio technology   “…were capable, not only of transmitting, but also receiving, of making the listener not only hear but also speak.” to use the quotation from Bertolt Brecht which is part of the conference theme, it can then assist in transforming ‘educational/classroom’ methodologies. 

HOW?

There is a need for revolution of methodologies used to assist persons to acquire information and knowledge at the same time as they learn ‘how to learn’. I have been practising using cultural forms to change communication forms and have seen results.

Some Questions…

How can I mix the methodologies with the technology?

How can I show/ teacher trainers to utilize the existing cultural forms via radio/radio convergence to facilitate faster, more equal spread of information and techniques in learning environments- a spread that is not superficial. 

Technology, though becoming faster, slowly cheaper and more available to more people is still not easily accessible to the ‘97% of the world population’ to quote from the conference theme. How can the radio/broadcasting mix speed this process up? 

A sample methodology …

Regional communities like communities everywhere that do not speak English as a native language are grappling with the question of loss of native language, a cultural communication form in which identity and place in society are embedded, while they acquire the technology and teach persons the necessary technology skills. The language of technology at the moment is English. How can radio and the possible convergence help to solve this dilemma without the loss of language?  I have begun by changing the image of communication and providing a metaphor utilizing a cultural form/phenomenon – that of Cricket. 

Cricket is an important historical, political and social ‘commentary’ – cultural form in the English speaking Caribbean. This cricket metaphor acknowledges the ‘giving and receiving’ that Brecht speaks of and shapes the ‘communication environment’ to accommodate aspects of the form. Broadcasting techniques are in the mix. How can new technologies or technological developments assist this mix? 

