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Introduction

We are in a very exciting period of a technological revolution. But, technologies are really survival tools to serve the needs of people. 

The Caribbean and Latin America as a developing region is particularly interested in the new technologies that can help our local communities to leap-frog into development without having to pause to reinvent the wheel.

Over 20 participants from 14 countries in the region representing community and independent broadcasting media met to consider the subject of broadcasting and the Internet and the key issues confronting the media in this mix/this relationship.

The main objectives of the conference were

· To examine the existing situation regarding the use of the internet in the region with emphasis on emerging networks and exchanges; next generation radio- its focus; globalization and the opportunities/threats to local media

· New possibilities for collaboration among independent broadcasters through internet, networking, programme exchange, sharing information about innovations in internet use by radio stations

· To determine a set of short/medium term actions to enable broadcasters to make more effective use of the internet (in particular)

· To put independent broadcasting and the Internet on the agenda of networks, information providers, donors, researchers and communities to encourage new and productive partnerships.

Key Issues

The pre-conference identified specific issues confronting this convergence for the attention of the regional and international media community

· Access –still one of the biggest issues facing the region

· Frequency challenges

· Controls, legislation, restrictions (the right policies, right regulations can make a critical difference to development; regulatory mistakes can retard/stagnate development)

Strategies

The group also identified some strategies to begin addressing these concerns most of which hinge on

· training in the use of the technologies and techniques of networking.

· Expansion of communication access of local communities through the establishment of community multimedia systems

· Most of all to utilize the media to maintain the democracy of communication and broadcasting, especially public service broadcasting and the internet

· To give a public voice to those presently excluded and to ensure that the voice of broadcasting in the Caribbean and Latin America is heard not only in global communications fora but in global trade fora.

In this presentation you will see snapshots of the way the Internet has already been commandeered by radio and television broadcasters to service the changing needs of communities in the region especially in Latin America.
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